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I had never taken any particular notice of the chap. I
wonder if you know what I mean?*'
Both Dr. Priestley and Oldland nodded rcmprehend-
ingly, and Faversham continued.
" The point was, should I recognise him after an in-
terval of seven years? I very much doubted it. I had
completely forgotten what he looked like. The ques-
tion I asked myself was this. If I passed him unex-
pectedly in the street should I recognise him? And I
felt pretty certain that I should not.
" What I'm trying to point out is that our recollec-
tion of people depends entirely upon the circumstances
under which we have known them, and not upon any
degree of intimacy. I had worked in the same room as
Alcott for three years. But he had had no particular
significance for me. He was my assistant, as much a
part of the laboratory as the bench or the apparatus
standing upon it. But nothing had ever happened to
draw my attention to him particularly.
" We don't seem able to keep off the subject of that
confounded fellow Venner. He will serve as an example
to illustrate what I mean. I saw Venner once, for a
period of an hour or so, at the inquest on his uncle's
body. There was nothing striking about Venner's ap-
pearance, either. But on that one occasion I studied the
man. He interested me, because, I suppose, I felt a sort
of protective instinct towards him. I knew jolly well
that, but for my evidence, he would probably have been
arrested on a charge of murder.
' * Now, what is the result? I have a very vivid mental
picture of Venaer. I could give you now a very accurate
description of his appearance. I should know him any-
where, the moment I set eyes upon him. And I feel
that in seven years time my recollection of him will
be just as sharp. If you like to put it that way, Venner
is one of the people whose appearances are definitely